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ABSTRACT
Green tourism has become an important pillar of sustainable
development due to its role in directing tourists to environmental
tourism sites and mitigating environmental risks, while basically relying
on protecting resources and reducing consumption. This study outlines
the importance of this tourism in supporting sustainable development
goals in the United Arab Emirates and harnessing tourism to implement
development plans and evaluates the legal and policy frameworks
that support its implementation. Using a descriptive and analytical
methodology, the research explores legal and executive measures and
initiatives taken by the UAE to apply green tourism in a manner that
promises to contribute towards the promotion of a sustainable future
and to enhance development at all levels. The findings reveal that the
UAE has made significant progress in integrating green tourism into its
overall sustainability agenda through policy interventions, infrastructure 
provision, and environmentally sustainable tourism policies. The UAE’s
approach to green tourism serves as a model for other countries seeking
to establish sustainable tourism sectors. However, challenges remain in
achieving full synergy between tourism development and sustainability
goals. The study emphasizes the importance of law enforcement, public-
private partnerships, and continuous innovation to achieve green
tourism as an important contribution to long-term environmental and
economic sustainability.
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Introduction
Green tourism has become increasingly popular and is now recognized as a key strategy for achieving sustainable 
development. It focuses on making the best use of natural resources without exhausting them, ensuring that 
both current and future generations can meet their needs in terms of sustainability, environmental protection, 
and cultural preservation in tourist regions.
	 This research provides a systematic review of the existing literature on green tourism, specifically in 
relation to the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It examines prominent studies and research 
published in renowned international journals, covering topics such as green tourism, sustainable tourism, and 
sustainable development within this context.
	 The study explores the concept of green tourism, its significance, scope, and the challenges it faces. 
Additionally, it examines the relationship between green tourism and the SDGs, particularly those focusing 
on inclusive economic growth, sustainable consumption and production, biodiversity, life on land, and life 
below water. The research aims to identify the UAE’s major green tourism initiatives, policies, and strategies 
that promote green tourism as an emerging trend. This reflects the nation’s dedication to fostering sustainable 
tourism development through the preservation of the environment, natural resources, and cultural heritage, 
while also contributing to the well-being of society.

Accordingly, the study raises the following central question:
How does green tourism contribute to sustainable development in the United Arab Emirates, and what are the 
policy and legal frameworks that support its practice and effectiveness?

Research Methodology
This study utilizes a descriptive and analytical approach to thoroughly examine the research topic, including 
its various aspects and outcomes. It involves gathering data and information related to green tourism, its scope, 
and the challenges it faces. In addition to providing a detailed description, the research analyzes the connection 
between green tourism and the Sustainable Development Goals.
	 The study also emphasizes the United Arab Emirates’ efforts in implementing the most effective 
legislation and policies to support green tourism. Its objective is to strengthen the foundation of green tourism 
and contribute to the advancement of sustainable development across social, economic, and cultural sectors. 
The research aims to derive practical solutions and recommendations that enhance the impact of these practices, 
particularly in supporting human rights, with a focus on the right to sustainable development.

Literature Review
Saleh and Faisal (2024) concluded that green tourism aims to advance efforts in mitigating climate change 
impacts while promoting sustainable development. While the aspect is important globally, little understanding 
is being noticed in how to approach the aspect under sustainable development. As such, it is of importance that 
the issue has to be prioritized by taking immediate political, environmental, social, and economic measures for 
the promotion of this eco-friendly kind of tourism.
	 Papadaki (2024) presumed that green tourism develops in the presence of a supportive legal and 
regulatory environment at the local level, infrastructure development, and increases in local know-how, 
emphasizing sustainable development. Addressing the need to welcome tourists and cater for their demands, 
alongside the necessity of taking care of the environment and natural resources, presents a challenge.
	 Andari and Setiyorini (2016) assert that green tourism plays an important role in promoting sustainable 
development in the tourism sector. Green tourism takes up ecologically-friendly activities that help in nature 
conservation and its sustainability for the future. Activities linked with green tourism are attractive to both 
domestic and international tourists because of their promise in caring for and enhancing the natural environment. 
Outside of ensuring the safety of the ecosystem, there are other ways that green tourism influences communities 
and institutions economically around it. These activities can also improve cultural diversity and its appreciation.
Fu et al. (2024) emphasize that the global challenges in protecting the natural environment and achieving 
sustainable development highlight the need to promote responsible green practices across all industries, including 
tourism. Given the significant environmental impact of the tourism sector, effective mechanisms are necessary to 
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implement initiatives focused on environmental conservation, reducing the ecological footprint, and fostering 
sustainable tourism development.
	 Kiper (2013) reveals that green tourism is a complex activity, which requires tools that could assist in 
making effective decisions that should correspond to the requirements of sustainable environmental development. 
This is also important to help avoid the potential environmental hazard of soil degradation, air and water 
pollution, climate change, and hazardous waste, which has grown enormously as a major concern in the world 
today because of great risks that threaten the ecosystem and affect human and animal health.
	 Nekmahmud and Fekete-Farkas (2021) state that green tourism focuses on mitigating negative 
environmental impacts from the tourism operation and conservation of the local culture. Green tourism denotes 
sustainable techniques through which effective management of the needs of the environment, local people, 
businesses, and tourists is conducted.
	 Ceballos-LascuráIn (1996) explains that green tourism is concerned with making environmentally 
responsible visits to unpolluted natural areas to enjoy their scenery, plants, and animals and appreciate any 
accompanying cultural features. This enhances environmental conservation and enables local communities’ 
social and economic development.
	 According to Al-Romeedy (2024), the introduction of responsible practices and the promotion of 
green tourism have assisted in reducing some of the negative impacts of traditional tourism, which includes 
degradation of the environment, cruel treatment of wildlife and animals, harm to the host communities and 
their culture, and air travel emissions. In applying greener practices, tourist destinations can ensure that their 
operations bring long-term success and economic development while seeking novel and innovative ways to 
promote viable development. 
	 While many studies have highlighted the significance of green tourism and its role in driving economic 
and social development in line with the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as the importance of raising 
awareness and promoting green tourism destinations and sustainable practices, this paper takes a legal 
perspective with a specific focus on the United Arab Emirates. It seeks to explore sustainable tourism practices 
in the UAE, evaluate potential challenges, and identify obstacles, with the goal of providing recommendations 
to further develop and solidify a culture of green tourism.

1. Overview of Green Tourism: Definition, Scope, and Challenges
Green tourism is the type of ecotourism dealing with the protection of the integrity of the ecosystem, participation 
in cultural activities, and bringing improvement in the well-being of the locals in the host countries. The activity 
in green tourism will aim at raising tourists’ appreciation and understanding of natural and cultural heritage 
(Saleh & Faisal, 2024). Green tourism is taken as a form of sustainable tourism offering services without being 
destructive to the environment. It pays attention to the increase in environmental awareness of the tourists and 
enabling them to enjoy their journey without harming the environment (Furqan et al., 2010).
	 Green tourism focuses on implementing environmentally sustainable practices in natural settings. It 
encompasses various eco-friendly travel practices, such as staying in environmentally conscious accommodations, 
using green transportation, minimizing the negative impact on destinations, avoiding plastic waste, reducing 
food waste by mindful ordering, and prioritizing the use of local and organic products (Nekmahmud & Fekete-
Farkas, 2021).
	 Green tourism is centered on the responsible use of natural resources, which can contribute to conserving 
biodiversity and natural heritage, respecting the cultural and social authenticity of communities, and preserving 
traditional values. It also supports long-term economic growth, ensuring social and economic benefits like job 
creation, access to social services, and poverty reduction within host communities (Sustainable Development | 
UN Tourism, n.d.).
	 The key dimensions of green tourism—environmental, economic, and social—are essential for 
sustainable development. The environmental aspect involves protecting natural resources, such as water and 
energy, by using them efficiently to prevent depletion. This includes minimizing waste, reducing environmental 
degradation, and promoting recycling and renewable resources. Furthermore, it emphasizes the preservation of 
natural areas from tourism-related damage and the protection of wildlife, marine life, and biodiversity (Saleh & 
Faisal, 2024).
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	 The economic dimension of green tourism refers to its contribution to national economic growth 
(Sajwani, 2023). This dimension is linked to aspects of sustainable development, whereby revenues collected from 
tourism are reinvested in developing infrastructure and boosting the levels of services in the local community. 
In this regard, green tourism allows the stimulation of the local economy through gainful employment, income 
generation for local businesses, and encouraging tourists to buy local goods and services (Janusz & Bajdor, 
2013).
	 The social and cultural dimension of green tourism focuses on preserving cultural heritage, fostering 
the development of local culture, enhancing the quality of life for residents, and involving the community in 
activities that benefit both tourists and local populations (Janusz & Bajdor, 2013; Saleh & Faisal, 2024).
	 Green tourism faces various challenges and obstacles. Terms like “Green Tourism,” “Environmental,” 
“Green,” and “Sustainable” are often associated with one another, yet these concepts can be difficult for many 
people to fully understand, as they are relatively new and unfamiliar (Graci & Dodds, 2008). On the other hand, 
the high costs of sustainable practices and the difficulty of financing green tourism projects due to associated 
risks are among the most prominent challenges. Financial constraints and considerations hinder the ability of 
tourism companies to commit to implementing measures related to environmental sustainability and green 
practices. (Graci, 2008) (Papadaki, 2024). In addition to these challenges, green tourism faces obstacles related 
to the lack of adequate infrastructure facilities, such as dedicated bicycle paths, electric car charging stations, 
and public networks for sustainable transportation, as well as obstacles related to the shortage of labor and 
the insufficiency of national cadres and competencies that have the necessary expertise and skills to work in 
activities related to green tourism and their ability to meet the needs of this vital sector. (Sajwani, 2023) (Saleh 
& Faisal, 2024)
	 Understanding the problems of green tourism is crucial for efficient treatment and seeking of novel 
solutions that may point to the way for sustainable tourism. This cannot be done without raising awareness 
of the importance of green tourism to all the parties involved: tourists and tourism workers. Besides that, 
other support will be required to develop financing of tourism projects within the financing provided for green 
commitment, creating full and efficient infrastructure facilities, and enhancing knowledge and skills of workers 
in green tourism activities.

2. The Role of Green Tourism in Achieving the Right to Sustainable Development
The right to development is recognized as fundamental and inherent to every individual. As declared in Article 1 
of the Declaration on the Right to Development, adopted by General Assembly resolution 41/128 on December 
4, 1986, economic, social, political, and cultural development are inalienable human rights. These rights are 
closely linked to others, such as the rights to a clean environment, health, quality education, decent work, clean 
water, clean energy, justice, and equality.
	 Sustainable development and the full realization of human rights and freedoms are interdependent 
and mutually reinforcing. Achieving the human right to development involves the integration of human 
rights realization with the attainment of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that relate to development 
and environmental protection. Sustainable development serves as a pathway for promoting and protecting all 
human rights, improving living standards and well-being, and ensuring a prosperous future for current and 
future generations (“The Contribution of Development to the Enjoyment of All Human Rights,” 2019).
	 Green tourism is closely tied to sustainable development (Nekmahmud & Fekete-Farkas, 2021). It acts 
as a powerful tool in promoting sustainable development by safeguarding the natural environment, fostering 
sustainable community development, providing long-term benefits to local populations, and supporting 
sustainable livelihoods (Kiper, 2013; Saleh & Faisal, 2024). Both green tourism and sustainable development 
share the same goal: “to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs” (International Institute for Sustainable Development, 2012).
	 Additionally, green tourism contributes indirectly to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, 
particularly through its efforts to reduce poverty, environmental degradation, and combat climate change. The 
table below outlines how green tourism practices align with and support the achievement of all 17 SDGs (The 
17 Goals | Sustainable Development, n.d.).
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Sustainable Development 

Goals

Green Tourism Practices Contribute to the Achieving of Goals

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 1

Poverty in all forms and 

dimensions should be 

eliminated for all individu-

als worldwide. Convinced 

that the whole world needs 

to raise the level of living, 

social protection policies 

and programs, and guar-

anteeing equal rights of ac-

cess to economic resources 

and basic services.

Furthermore, green tourism significantly contributes to pover-

ty alleviation and enhances the income and well-being of local 

communities by creating sustainable job opportunities in the 

tourism sector. It also helps reduce unemployment within these 

communities (Nekmahmud & Fekete-Farkas, 2021).

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 2

Achieve a world free of 

hunger by 2030. This goal 

has taken on greater im-

portance as hunger and 

food insecurity continue 

to rise, driven by a com-

bination of issues such as 

the pandemic, conflict, and 

climate change.

Green tourism can develop sustainable food production systems 

that can stimulate the principles of fairness in access to land, 

technology, and markets; integrate local production processes 

into the same logic and promote/support local products at tour-

ist destinations. It is with these activities that food availability 

for all will be positively affected and, with food security, im-

proved nutrition may be achieved (SDG 2 Zero Hunger, n.d.)

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 3

Improving people’s health 

and well-being for all at all 

ages.

Green tourism contributes to economic and social growth, which 

indirectly contributes to ensuring a healthy life and maintaining 

well-being. The income generated by this tourism can also be 

reinvested in improving health care services. (SDG 3 Health & 

Well Being, n.d.)
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Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 4

“Ensuring inclusive, eq-

uitable quality education 

and promoting lifelong 

learning opportunities for 

all” are essential for im-

proving lives and reduc-

ing poverty and inequality. 

Quality education leads to 

lower child mortality rates, 

curbs the spread of HIV/

AIDS, and fosters gender 

equality. It also “empowers 

individuals to lead healthi-

er, more sustainable lives”, 

promotes tolerance, and 

contributes to building 

more peaceful societies.

Green tourism stimulates improved education and can be a cat-

alyst for promoting quality education and increasing investment 

in the education sector, given that a well-educated and trained 

workforce is essential to its prosperity. (SDG 4 Education, n.d.)

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 5

Equality between men and 

women remains an imper-

ative for a world that has 

to be peaceful, sustainable, 

and prosperous since it is 

the foundation of every 

human right.

On one hand, it significantly promotes gender equality and 

women’s empowerment by providing equitable and sustainable 

development opportunities through job creation and paid em-

ployment in various sectors of tourism. This enables women to 

participate in and take leadership roles in both public and pri-

vate sectors (Ardiansyah et al., 2023).

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 6

“Ensuring access to clean 

water” and improving the 

efficiency of sanitation ser-

vices. This goal is becom-

ing increasingly important 

due to water scarcity, pop-

ulation growth, increasing 

water needs in the agricul-

tural, industrial, and ener-

gy sectors, and rising glob-

al temperatures associated 

with climate change.

Green tourism is essential for providing water and sanitation ser-

vices through sustainable water management, unlike traditional 

tourism, which uses large amounts of water through facilities 

like swimming pools, irrigation, cooling systems, and drinking 

water. (SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation, n.d.)

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 7

All should have access to 

energy that is affordable, 

sustainable, and modern.

Green tourism reduces energy consumption and encourages 

solar, wind, rainfall, and wave energy compared to traditional 

tourism. This does reduce carbon emissions and fulfills the sus-

tainability requirement, thereby regulating global warming un-

der SDG 7 Sustainable Energy (n.d.).
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Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 8

It involves promoting “sus-

tained, inclusive economic 

growth, full and produc-

tive employment, and de-

cent work” for everyone. 

This can be accomplished 

through a proactive focus 

on youth employment, 

empowering women eco-

nomically, and ensuring 

access to economic op-

portunities for people of 

all genders, income levels, 

and socio-economic back-

grounds.

It also fuels economic development and growth in gross domes-

tic product. The industry improves employment opportunities 

and develops new sources of income and avenues of revenue 

generation within the local community, enhancing the living 

standards while alleviating poverty (Manzoor et al., 2019) (SDG 

8 Employment & Livelihoods, n.d.).

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 9

Promoting sustainable 

manufacturing, encourag-

ing innovation, and build-

ing resilient infrastructure.

Green tourism is closely related to the three areas of Goal 9, 

as it relies on improving the quality and sustainability of infra-

structure, providing an environment conducive to innovation 

and promoting technological progress, as well as contributing 

to the modernization and efficiency of sustainable industries by 

promoting environmentally friendly industrial practices, includ-

ing reliance on renewable energy and rationalization of water 

consumption. (SDG 9 Infrastructure, Industry Innovation, n.d.)

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 10

Reducing income inequal-

ity based on gender, age, 

race, origin, religion, eco-

nomic status, or any other 

status is essential because 

it threatens economic de-

velopment and social sta-

bility and hinders efforts 

to alleviate poverty and 

social discrimination.

Green tourism promotes community development and reduces 

inequality by giving all foreign investors equal opportunities to 

invest in tourism businesses, involving all stakeholders and local 

populations in the development process, and helping local com-

munities prosper through rural development and urban renewal. 

(SDG 10, n.d.)

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 11

“Making cities inclusive, 

safe, resilient, and sus-

tainable”. Sustainable cit-

ies epitomize the future 

of global living in view of 

such challenges as air pol-

lution, urban sprawl, and 

the scarcity of public open 

spaces.

Green tourism creates sustainable and green cities that meet 

tourists’ needs by creating modern tourist destinations, develop-

ing infrastructure and universal access to services, encouraging 

green investments in pollution reduction, efficient transportation 

and communication, preserving natural resources and cultural 

heritage areas, improving the quality of life, and providing high 

security. (Lu et al., 2021) Green tourism practices also use en-

ergy-saving design ideas, proper architectural design standards, 

and environmentally friendly building materials for all tourist 

facilities. (Nekmahmud & Fekete-Farkas, 2021)
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Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 12

Ensure that consump-

tion and production pat-

terns are environmentally 

sound. It includes resource 

use efficiency, management 

efficiency, reduction of en-

vironmental impacts, and 

reductions in toxic sub-

stances, waste, and pollut-

ing emissions.

Green tourism encourages the adoption of environmental con-

servation measures and thereby minimizes its impacts on the nat-

ural environment; these include handling and managing waste 

and recycling-reducing carbon emissions due to global warming 

(Hotel Classification Manual, n.d.). This is consistent with the 

keenness of green tourism policies to reduce unsustainable con-

sumption of tourism products and avoid the destruction of the 

tourism environment, accompanied by improving sustainable 

production performance, which is positively reflected in the sus-

tainable development of the tourism industry, enhancing profits 

and increasing its capacity. (Fuchs & Lorek, 2005)

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 13

Addressing climate change 

and mitigating the wors-

ening of global warming. 

This goal seeks to take 

immediate and decisive 

action to effectively mit-

igate global temperature 

rise and reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions by reforming 

human activities related to 

energy, industry, transport, 

food, and agriculture sys-

tems.

Green tourism helps mitigate the impacts of climate change by 

lowering energy consumption and encouraging tourism and 

hospitality businesses to implement sustainable green practices. 

These efforts reduce the carbon footprint, improve energy effi-

ciency, and promote the transition to renewable energy sources 

(Saleh & Faisal, 2024).

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 14

Preserving the oceans, seas, 

and marine resources and 

using them sustainably.

Marine and coastal green tourism prioritizes the protection of 

the marine environment by promoting sustainable use of ma-

rine resources, maintaining the health of marine ecosystems, and 

addressing issues like overfishing and marine litter. These green 

tourism practices contribute to mitigating the impacts of climate 

change and pollution on marine environments (SDG 14 Life Be-

low Water Marine Conservation, n.d.).

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 15

Preserving life on land, 

protecting terrestrial eco-

systems, ensuring sustain-

able management of these 

systems, preventing land 

degradation, combating 

desertification, and halting 

the loss of biodiversity.

Green tourism supports the conservation of biodiversity by pre-

venting harm to wildlife, preserving the diversity of habitats, 

animals, and wild plants, especially those threatened with ex-

tinction, contributing to combating climate change and reducing 

waste, and promoting low-carbon green development in host 

countries (Ardiansyah et al., 2023).
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Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 16

“Promote peaceful and 

just societies” while en-

suring strong institutions 

are in place. This includes 

fostering peace, providing 

access to justice for all, 

and maintaining effective, 

accountable institutions.

Green tourism provides better places for people to live and visit 

and can make significant contributions towards consolidating 

peace, mitigating conflict, promoting tolerance and understand-

ing, and achieving a prosperous and sustainable world (SDG 16 

Peace & Justice, n.d.).

Sustainable 

Development 

Goal 17

Foster global partnerships 

for sustainable develop-

ment by building collab-

orations between govern-

ments, the private sector, 

and civil society across 

both developing and devel-

oped nations.

Green tourism strengthens public-private partnerships and in-

volves stakeholders at every level, whether local, regional, or in-

ternational, for the purpose of urging sustainable tourism devel-

opment toward improved social, economic, and environmental 

conditions (Vassileva, 2022).

We conclude by emphasizing the close relationship between green tourism and sustainable development. Its 
success will lie principally in the balancing act between meeting the needs of tourists and making tourism 
compatible with valuable social, economic, and environmental strategies for sustainability.

3. Key Initiatives in Green Tourism in the United Arab Emirates
Tourism occupies a vital position in the UAE economy, with the tourism sector contributing approximately AED 
220 billion in 2023, equivalent to 11.7% of the country’s GDP. (Travel & Tourism in the UAE Reaches New 
Heights, 2024)
	 The UAE boasts a strategic location, stunning natural beauty, rich and ancient heritage, security and 
political stability, and the highest degree of tourism and entertainment establishments and projects. These 
features have combined to enhance the status of the State as one of the primary hubs for green tourism in 
the world. The UAE also concentrated on green policies that would contribute to developing and increasing 
the tourist industry, along with enhancing the infrastructure in a manner coherent with the best international 
practices in the field of sustainable tourism.
	 The UAE is committed to advancing green tourism by supporting destinations that promote sustainability 
and respect for wildlife. This includes the establishment of national parks and nature reserves such as Abu 
Dhabi’s Mangrove National Park, the Dubai Desert Conservation Reserve, and Al Wathba Reserve. The UAE 
has also enacted stringent laws, such as Federal Law No. 9 of 1983, which prohibits the hunting of various 
wildlife, including birds, rabbits, gazelles, and wild cows. In addition, the country prioritizes marine environment 
protection, ensuring sustainable and secure marine areas while addressing environmental challenges related to 
climate change, water, air, and soil quality (The Environment Agency Annual Report, 2022).
	 To further combat climate change, the UAE is intensifying efforts to achieve carbon neutrality and 
net-zero emissions through the expansion of green tourism initiatives. This includes the use of technological 
innovations to meet climate neutrality goals, such as the introduction of a monitoring system that tracks hotels’ 
engagement in sustainable practices using the Hotel Carbon Emissions Measurement System (Sustainability, 
n.d.).
	 Amongst the key initiatives in developing green tourism is the Circular Economy Policy of UAE, 2023, 
through the optimal utilization of natural resources by reducing material and energy waste, based on tourism 
according to interest in infrastructure, green transportation, and green manufacturing. Sustainable consumption 
also depends on the reduction and recycling of waste at tourist destinations (UAE Circular Economy Policy 
2021 – 2031, 2023).
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	 Setting up the sustainable tourism guidelines was the most vital move to reach green development and 
sustainability of tourism. Guides, in this aspect, are a set of recommendations for the steps the tourism sector 
must take to reduce emissions, mitigate global warming risks, and take action in response to climate change by 
finding innovative solutions. These guidelines primarily aim at how to support partners and employees of the 
tourism sector in applying sustainability initiatives to their various operations. This will include cultural and 
heritage sites, events within tourism, restaurants, hotel establishments, tourist and entertainment attractions, as 
well as travel agents and tour operators (Sustainable Tourism Guidelines, 2023).
	 The UAE tourism authorities encourage sustainable or eco-friendly hotels that reduce tourism’s negative 
impacts on nature, reflect local culture, rationalize traditional energy consumption, use alternative renewable 
and low-carbon energy sources like solar energy, conserve water, manage waste and recycle, and reduce the use 
of harmful chemicals (Hotel Classification Manual, n.d.). Tourism policies also encourage responsible, low-
impact tourism activities such as hiking, animal and bird watching, and enjoying beautiful beaches, historical 
landmarks, traditional markets, and local culture. They also support the local economy by buying local products 
and eating at local restaurants or food outlets in hotels. (Hotel Classification Manual, n.d.)
	 The research concludes that this effort by the United Arab Emirate authorities to protect the environment 
and preserve the culture has started to bear fruit since they have succeeded in achieving the desired balance 
between greening of tourism and its sustainability on one hand, and maintaining a high level of tourism services 
and attracting more tourists and tourism investments on the other hand, which has strengthened its position as 
a leading example to integrate green tourism into the thriving tourism industry.
	 These may be done by diversifying tourism products and increasing the variety of the same tourism 
products that the UAE offers to green tourists. It would be possible by devising integrated programs that will 
market green tourism sites in order to further promote the green tourism sector.

4. How does Green Tourism in the UAE Promote the Right to Sustainable Development?
Julia Simpson, CEO of the World Travel and Tourism Council, recognized the UAE’s success in transforming 
tourism into a driver of sustainable development. She emphasized that the UAE has harnessed tourism’s 
potential, significantly contributing to building a prosperous economy (Travel & Tourism in the UAE Reaches 
New Heights, 2024). The UAE’s efforts to create a sustainable tourism sector have not only maintained a clean 
environment for present and future generations but have also advanced one of today’s most important human 
rights: the right to sustainable development (Kabbani & Mimoune, 2021).
	 The UAE actively promotes green tourism as a means of achieving the 17 United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), aimed at protecting the planet and ensuring peace and prosperity for all. These 
goals include eradicating poverty and hunger, ensuring good health and well-being, providing quality education, 
achieving gender equality, and securing clean water, sanitation, and affordable energy. Green tourism also fosters 
decent work, economic growth, and innovation while promoting sustainable cities, responsible consumption, 
climate action, and the protection of life on land and underwater. In the UAE, green tourism ensures a high 
quality of life and contributes to comprehensive economic, environmental, and social sustainability.
	 Economically, green tourism has played a vital role in the UAE’s development, boosting economic 
diversity and prosperity. The sector has contributed AED 450 billion to the national economy’s gross domestic 
product, attracting AED 100 billion in investments. This has generated employment across various sectors, 
including hotels, travel agencies, airlines, and passenger transport services. Additionally, tourist spending has 
risen in sectors like shopping malls, restaurants, entertainment, and cultural centers. These efforts align with 
the UAE’s sustainable economic development strategy, which aims to restructure economic activities, diversify 
income sources, reduce dependency on oil, and embrace renewable energy (The UAE’s Green Agenda - 2030 | 
The Official Portal of the UAE Government, n.d.; UAE Tourism Strategy 2031 | The Official Portal of the UAE 
Government, n.d.).
	 Environmentally, the significance of green tourism in the UAE lies in its role in preserving nature and 
ecosystems, reducing pollution and consumption, and minimizing waste, all of which ensure a high quality of 
life. The adoption of the circular economy policy has greatly improved environmental health by promoting 
clean production, conserving natural resources, and supporting the UAE’s vision of becoming a global leader in 
green development (UAE Circular Economy Policy 2021 – 2031, 2023).



Page 11

	 In terms of social development, the UAE’s sustainable tourism efforts, under the “We the Emirates Vision 
2031,” have enhanced global confidence in the UAE’s tourism brand. This initiative has elevated the country’s 
status as a leading global tourism destination, respected for preserving its cultural heritage and traditional 
values (UAE Tourism Strategy 2031 | The Official Portal of the UAE Government, n.d.).
	 The UAE’s approach to sustainable development through green tourism has positioned it as a model 
for other nations striving to balance an enjoyable tourism experience with environmental preservation. This 
approach is critical to securing a sustainable future for communities and future generations.

Conclusion
It has been cleared that green tourism is not a slogan, but a style of responsible travel with concern for enjoying 
the beauty of nature and efficient use of environmental resources with respect for heritage, culture, and customs 
of locals. Therefore, countries have to give priority to this tourism for achieving sustainable development to 
support companies for greener tourist destinations.
	 The study concludes that green tourism and the human right to sustainable development are deeply 
interconnected, as both focus on ensuring that future generations have the right to enjoy today’s tourist 
destinations. Green tourism practices not only support sustainable development but also promote other human 
rights, including those related to education, work, equality, well-being, and justice, as well as the right to a clean 
and healthy environment, access to clean water, and renewable energy.
	 The study examined the policies and measures implemented by the United Arab Emirates to encourage 
green tourism, particularly through environmental protection laws and the promotion of sustainable practices 
within the tourism sector. These efforts align with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and aim to 
enhance the sector’s contribution to the national economy, attract new investments, and achieve lasting economic, 
environmental, and social benefits, ultimately attracting more tourists and visitors.
	 To maximize the impact of green tourism in advancing the right to sustainable development, the research 
offers the following recommendations:

•	 Adopt additional initiatives to enhance the UAE’s reputation as a leading global destination for green 
tourism.

•	 Expand cultural and heritage programs to enrich tourists’ experiences and increase green tourism 
activities.

•	 Allocate part of green tourism revenues to finance and support projects preserving sustainable 
environmental development.

•	 Raise public awareness about green tourism through media, conferences, and films, emphasizing the 
importance of balancing tourism and environmental protection.

•	 Engage social media influences to promote green tourism areas, initiatives, and campaigns.
•	 Provide training courses and workshops to develop the capacities of national professionals in green 

tourism-related fields.

Finally, developing green tourism to contribute to sustainable development is not without its challenges. It is 
quite important that natural resources be preserved, and different tourist destinations protected, particularly 
against an increasingly grave environmental pollution that is detrimental to social and economic welfare in the 
world. The effort is well worth it, at any rate.
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